30 January 2004

Stanley M. Martinson, Chief

- State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality

P.0. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Subject:  South Feather Water & Power Agency Request for Administrative Extension
Statewide General Permit No. CAG 990003, Aquatic Pesticides General Permit

Dear Mr. Martinson:

South Feather Water & Power Agency ("SFWP" or *Agency”) requests that General Permit No. CAG
990003, Aquatic Pesticides General Permit, issued to SFWP on 10 September 2001, be administratively
extended beyond its current expiration date of 31 January 2004. This request is made pursuant to Title 23
California Code of Regulations Section 2235.4 “Continuation of Expired Permits” which provides that “the
terms and conditions of an expired permit are automatically continued pending issuance of a new permit if
all requirements of the federal NPDES regulations on continuation of expired permits are complied with.”

We understand that the State Water Resources Control Beard is working on the development of a new
statewide general permit for the application of aquatic pesticides. In the event that the State Water
Resources Control Board is prepared to seek from agencies such as SFWP notice of intent to comply with
the terms of the new statewide permit, then SFWP, by this letter, gives such notice of intent.

Water quality standards for receiving waters that may be affected by the application of aquatic pesticides
are generally established by the California Toxics Rule {CTR). SFWP believes that its Monitoring Plan /
Quality Assurance Project Plan, which outline the Agency’s aquatic pesticide application and monitoring
protocol, will result in SFWP meeting water quality standards for receiving waters; however, in the unlikely
event that a water quality exceedance does occur, SFWP requests categorical exception to the CTR
pursuant to the Surface/Inland Waters Plan (SIP). This position is supported based upon analysis in our
Initial Study, as filed with the State Clearinghouse in accordance with the California Environmental Quality
Act, and closure of the required review period with no comments received. Subsequently at their meeting
on 27 January, the SFWP Board of Directors approved and adopted the Negative Declaration. Copies of
the Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Notice of Determination (as recorded) are enclosed.

A Public Agency formed pursuant to Water Code § 20500 ef seq.
Formerly: Oroville-Wyandotte Irigation Distric




Stanley M. Martinson, Chief .
State Water Resources Control Board

30 January 2004

Page 2

Additional documents {enclosed) that support the Agency’s application for categorical exception fo the SIP
include the Agency's: (1) Monitoring Plan/Quality Assurance Project Plan for Aquatic Herbicide Applications
Program, dated 12 April 2002, (2) Changes fo Aquatic Pesticide Application Program and Monitoring Plan,
dated 28 April 2003, (3) Changes to Pesticide Application Methods and Monitoring Plan for General Aquatic
Pesticides NPDES Permit — Butte County, dated 9 May 2003 by the Region 5 Water Quality Control Board,
and (4) current SFWP Aquatic Herbicide Applications Program Study Area Map.

Please let me know if you agree that SFWP has fully complied with the application requirements for a new
aquatic pesticides general permit, including a request for a categorical exception.

Sincerely,
SOUTH FEATHER WATER & POWER

om Venus, PE

Environmental & Saféty Compliance Officer

Enclosures:  Initial Study and Notice of Determination for Adoption of Negative Declaration
Monitoring Plan/Quality Assurance Project Plan (4/12/2002)
Changes to Aquatic Pesticide Application Program and Monitoring Plan (OWID, 4/28/2003)
Changes to Pesticide Application Methods and Monitoring Plan for General Aquatic
Pesticides NPDES Permit — Butte County (RWQCB, 5/9/2003)
SFWP Aguatic Herbicide Applications Program Study Area Map

c. Michael Glaze, General Manager
Kathryn Petersen, Power Division Manager
Bryan Smith, Region 5 Water Quality Control Board




